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Airmen, Jets Return from Japan Deployment
By 419th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

HILL AIR FORCE BASE, Utah - Airmen and F-35A aircraft from the active duty 388th Fighter Wing
and Reserve 419th Fighter Wing returned here May 4-5 following a six-month deployment to
Kadena Air Base, Japan.
Families gathered on the flightline to welcome the pilots, maintainers, and support personnel who
had been working at Kadena and the surrounding region since October 2017. The deployment was
part of a routine “theater security package” that demonstrates continuing U.S. commitment to
stability and security in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.
This marks the first long-term overseas deployment for the F-35A, which first arrived at Hill AFB in
2015 and was deemed “combat ready” by the Air Force one year later. The 388th FW and 419th
FW fly and maintain the jet in a Total Force partnership, which capitalizes on the strengths of both
the active duty and Reserve components.

An F-35A departs Kadena Air Base in Japan en route to its home at Hill Air Force Base, Utah.

“They accomplished a lot,” said Col. Regina Sabric, 419th FW commander. “The biggest thing with
being the first operational F-35 theater security package, it sets the playbook for every other
operational wing to follow.”
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While deployed, pilots flew 1,086 sorties and deployed an additional eight times from Kadena to
other locations in the region. Personnel worked with other U.S. Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corp
aircraft and the Japanese Self Defense Force and Republic of Korea Air Force.
Col. Lee Kloos, 388th FW commander, said F-35 pilots gained valuable training with their joint and
coalition partners, and maintainers were able to get the jets back in the air quickly.
“This is the first [F-35] deployment of this magnitude and this duration,” Kloos said. “The jets
performed great, it was an amazing performance.”
Hill's fighter wings are home to 35 F-35s and will total 78 by the end of 2019.
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