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EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, FL. -- Three F-35B aircraft and 75 U.S. Marines
from Marine Operational Test & Evaluation Squadron 1 (VMX-1) F-35B
Detachment at Edwards Air Force Base, CA, along with 21 test personnel
from the JSF Operational Test Team at Edwards deployed to Eglin AFB, FL.,
from August 9 to September 1, 2016 to complete Operational Test missile
shots of the AIM-120 Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM).

These employment scenarios differed from those conducted in Developmental
Test in that they were specifically designed around operational employment
scenarios with the aim of further validating and developing tactics, techniques, | The detachment completed multiple engineering

and procedures for all three variants of the F-35. runs in preparation for the expenditure of five
AIM-120 missiles and one Guided Bomb Unit-12

(GBU-12) LASER ...

“Due to the commonality of the F-35 mission systems and weapons,

everything we learned during this detachment directly translates to combat capabilities for the Marine Corps, our sister
services, and partner countries,” Lt. Col. Richard Rusnok, VMX-1 F-35B Detachment Officer-in-Charge, said of the test
missile shoot.

The detachment completed multiple engineering runs in preparation for the expenditure of five AIM-120 missiles and
one Guided Bomb Unit-12 (GBU-12) LASER guided bomb. The operational test team developed complex air-to-air and
air-to-ground scenarios and the F-35 weapons system performed as expected to deliver weapons on target. On day one
of live fire testing, the team was able to shoot two missiles on two separate test set-ups within 12 minutes — an
exceptional level of efficiency in a test environment. Another test mission involved an F-35B dropping a GBU-12 and
supporting it with LASER guidance while simultaneously engaging a QF-16 drone. Both weapons successfully guided to
their targets.

“This was a phenomenally successful deployment that was made possible by the close coordination between the JSF
Operational Test Team, U.S. Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps and industry,” Rusnok said.

During the past year, VMX-1’s F-35B Detachment has been involved in multiple high profile events including:

§ Block 2B, 3i, and 3F Developmental Test support § Block 2B Air-to-Surface Weapon Delivery Evaluation § Global
Position System (GPS) testing 8§ A deployment to the United Kingdom in support of the Royal International Air Tattoo
and Farnborough International Airshow

Upcoming events for VMX-1’s F-35B Detachment include:
§ Naval Integrated Fire Control — Counter Air (NIFC-CA) testing 8 Developmental Test Period 3 aboard USS AMERICA

“l want to congratulate the VMX-1 / JOTT team that did a magnificent job planning and executing this OT missile shoot,”
Col. George Rowell, VMX-1 commanding officer said. “ It is a huge achievement for the squadron and the F-35B
program. We look forward to many more opportunities to provide positive impact.”

Marine Operational Test & Evaluation Squadron 1 is charged with testing the full range of Marine Aviation Combat
Element (ACE) Operational Test and Evaluation including MV-22, CH-53E/K, F-35B, UH-1Y, AH-1W/Z, Command and
Control Systems, and Unmanned Aerial Systems. VMX-1 is headquartered at MCAS Yuma, AZ, with detachments at
Marine Corps Air Station New River, NC; West Palm Beach, FL; and Edwards AFB, CA VMX-1 was formerly called
VMX-22. The squadron’s name changed on May 13, 2016.
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