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E G L I N ' S  F - 3 5  F L E E T  E X C E E D S  2 K  S O R T I E S  

 
by Maj. Karen Roganov 
33rd Fighter Wing public affairs 
 
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. -- Airmen and Marines assigned to the F-35 
Integrated Training Center at the 33rd Fighter Wing here have consistently flown 
successful training sorties and generated their 2,000th sortie Aug. 13 with an 
instructor pilot of the Marine Fighter Attack Training Squadron-501 at the 
controls. 
 
Maj. Adam Levine, who flew in a two-ship formation, said he was surprised with 
the news upon landing, but said that is typical since the flightline members are 
focusing on safe and effective flying rather than keeping pace with data tracked 
by those in statistical analysis. 
 
"Every sortie, every takeoff, every hour is a win for the F-35 enterprise," he said. 
From his cockpit, Levine also witnessed the first taxi of the U.S. Navy's F-35C carrier variant preparing for its maiden 
flight from here. 
 
With the Air Force, Marine Corps and Navy pressing forward to meet goals of initial operating capability in the next few 
years for their respective services, getting ample time in the air is crucial to meeting their timelines. 
 
"Flying the 2,000th sortie highlights the accomplishments of the entire F-35 airpower team here and moves us one step 
closer to the aircraft's initial war fighting capability," said Col. Todd Canterbury, the commander of the 33rd FW.  
 
The Eglin F-35A, B, and C variant joint training has been accomplished while operational and developmental test 
missions at flight test sites on the east and west coasts have been conducted simultaneously -- a process known as 
concurrency. 
 
In these last couple weeks, Eglin AFB officials sent a handful of their pilots to Luke Air Force Base Ariz., to become the 
initial cadre of F-35A leaders at the 61st Fighter Squadron, 56th Fighter Wing, said Col. Stephen Jost, the commander 
of the 33rd Operations Group here. Luke AFB's first joint strike fighters are scheduled to arrive in spring 2014 with plans 
to grow to 144 aircraft in the out years. 
 
For now, the Eglin-based flyers are expanding their training curriculum as they double up to full aircraft strength in the 
spring with all 24 Air Force F-35As expected to be on base. Jost will lead the group's transition to the Block 2A aircraft, 
which carry upgraded computer software, in the first quarter of calendar year 2014 in order to accommodate more 
aircraft capabilities. 
 
"We will increase the current syllabus from six student sorties to eight and even nine depending on when we will be 
cleared by the test community to fly at night," Jost said. 
 
Aside from flight operations, this also entails transitioning the ground school instruction such as flying more advanced 
scenarios in the full mission simulator. 
 
"The primary capability of Block 2A is use of the plane's multifunction advanced data link," he said.  
 
Currently, voice transmission is the primary means of communication. 
 
In the near future, VMFAT-501 is preparing to conduct its first local short take-off and vertical landing of the F-35B, an 
accomplishment realized at MCAS Yuma in March that the VMFAT-501 helped make possible. Meanwhile, the Navy's 
Strike Fighter Squadron 101 has conducted its first maintenance check flight Aug. 14. 
 

 
 

All three F-35 Lightning II variants along with two 
F/A-18 Hornets line up at the end of the runway 

prior to take off Aug. 14 at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. 
This was the first time all three had been in the air  

at the same time over Eglin. To date, the Air Force, 
Marine Corps and the Navy have flown more than 
2,000 sorties here. (U.S. Air Force photo/Samuel 

King Jr.) 
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Eglin's F-35 Fleet Exceeds 2K Sorties 

In the upcoming years, when operating at full capacity, the Eglin fleet will grow to 59 aircraft with about 100 pilots and 
2,100 maintainers graduating yearly.  
 
The F-35 joint strike fighter program is a joint, multi-national program. In addition to U.S. armed forces, the F-35 
increases operational flexibility and interoperability with the eight other international partners participating in the 
development of the aircraft. They are the United Kingdom, Italy, the Netherlands, Turkey, Canada, Australia, Denmark, 
and Norway. 
 
With so much history in the making, the F-35A, B and C fighter units at Eglin AFB are making strides for airpower for 
years to come, officials said.  
 
"The versatile and high-tech aircraft will carry the U.S. Air Force, Marine Corps and Navy into the next 50 years of air 
dominance, and the men and women here can reflect back knowing they were among the pioneers in its initial phases," 
Canterbury said. 


