
 F-35 Lightning II Program 

 PAGE 1 OF 1 

Public Affairs Release – 2012 06 01 

2 0 0 T H  F L I G H T  F O R  T H E  F I R S T  F - 3 5 B  

 

NAVAL AIR SYSTEMS COMMAND, PATUXENT RIVER, 
Md. – U.S. Marine Corps test pilot Lt. Col. Fred Schenk flies 
a mission May 10 in F-35B Joint Strike Fighter test aircraft 
BF-1. The mission expanded the aircraft’s flight envelope in 
short takeoff and vertical landing mode, and was the 200th 
flight for the aircraft. The F-35B is the variant of the Joint 
Strike Fighter for the U.S. Marine Corps, capable of short 
take-offs and vertical landings for use on amphibious ships 
or expeditionary airfields to provide air power to the Marine 
Air-Ground Task Force. The F-35B is undergoing test and 
evaluation at NAS Patuxent River prior to delivery to the 
fleet. 
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