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                   F-35 Lightning II Program 

         Public Affairs Release – 2016 08 02 

Statement by Secretary Carter on Air Force F-35A Achieving IOC 

 
I want to congratulate the U.S. Air Force on today's announcement that the F-
35A has achieved initial operational capability. This is a significant milestone 
for an aircraft that will allow the U.S. to maintain the advantage of air 
superiority for years to come. I know that even after being declared combat 
ready, there is more work to do with this critical program, but the Air Force, Air 
Combat Command and the men and women of Hill Air Force Base should be 
proud of this major step forward for the F-35A. 
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