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N A V Y  F - 3 5 C  F L I E S  F I R S T  S O R T I E  A T  E G L I N  

 
The first F-35C Lightning II sortie takes off from the U.S. Navy F-35 Strike 
Fighter Squadron VFA 101 at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. Aug. 14. Sailors have 
been on station for two years ready for the day they would launch a carrier 
variant of the military's joint strike fighter. The Navy's first pilot training course at 
Eglin was concluded in January and the second course began June with seven 
pilots soon to begin training flight operations in two of the squadron's F-35Cs. 
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