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N E L L I S  P R E P A R E S  F O R  F - 3 5  A R R I V A L  

 

by Senior Airman Jack Sanders 
99th Air Base Wing Public Affairs 
 
NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE, Nev.  -- The 57th Wing is 
preparing for the arrival of four F-35 Lighting IIs Feb. 28. 
 
Arrival of the F-35s to Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., will mark 
the first time in the aircraft's history operational tests will be 
performed on the aircraft. 
 
"It's the largest [Department of Defense] acquisition project in 
history," said Lt. Col. Kevin Wilson, 53rd Wing chief of joint 
strike fighter integration. "The Air Force's piece of that is the  
F-35 A model. It's the conventional takeoff and landing model 
often referred to as the CTOL model. That is what we'll be 
getting here at Nellis very shortly."  
 
Once on station, the F-35s will initially be used for operational 
test purposes. Their primary use will be for developmental test support, force development evaluation  
and supporting operational test aircraft at Edwards AFB, Calif., in support of the initial operational test  
and evaluation program. 
 
"I think everyone is ready to get the jets here and to get them flying in an operational test mode," Wilson 
said. "Nowhere else in the DOD F-35 program, the Marine Corps, the Navy, or the Air Force, is anyone 
doing any kind of operational test yet. It's all on the developmental test side, which is, 'hey how does this 
stuff actually work' instead of 'How are we going to actually use this?' This is the first chance for us to use 
that." 
 
Nellis is initially scheduled to receive four F-35A models. 
 
"They'll be joined by a couple more in a couple of years and eventually there will be 12 operational test  
F-35s here and 24 F-35s for the [U.S. Air Force] Weapons School," Wilson said.  
 
A majority of the F-35As developmental test objectives will be accomplished at Edwards AFB.  
 
"The major part of what Nellis' F-35 operational test jets are going to do is what's called force 
development evaluation." 
 
Force development evaluation is the continuous process of evaluating how a standard issued F-35 will be 
utilized to best execute the mission. 
 
"That's the biggest piece of force development evaluation is the tactics development part," Wilson said. 
 
The 422nd Test and Evaluation Squadron will design the tactics the F-35 is going to use in air-to-air and 
air-to surface combat. The squadron will also determine how to integrate the F-35 with other aircraft in the 
Air Force inventory. 
 
Nellis does operational testing over Nevada Test and Training Range.  
 
The NTTR provides a flexible, realistic and multidimensional battle-space to conduct testing, training and 
tactics development in the support of U.S. national interests. The pilots aren't limited to how fast they can 

 
 

The F-35 Lightning II is scheduled to begin arriving  
at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Feb. 28. The F-35  
will be used for developmental test support, force 

development evaluation and supporting operational  
test aircraft at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.  

(Photo courtesy of Lockheed Martin) 

http://www.jsf.mil/images/gallery/sdd/f35_test/a/sdd_f35testa_156.jpg


Nellis Prepares for F-35 Arrival 

 

 PAGE 2 OF 2 

fly, how low they can fly, and they face a lot of simulated threats on the NTTR providing them with a 
realistic training environment, Wilson said. 
 
"That is what the operational test world needs to come as close as possible to the perfect environment  
as far as developing those tactics," Wilson said. 
 
"The environment and the people involved are sure to make the F-35s time at Nellis a successful one", 
Wilson said. 
 
The F-35 is the newest fifth generation fighter aircraft in the DOD. 


